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4 alady) dadlly Gadlal)
This study discussed and studied “urban sprawl and its impact
on the environment and agricultural lands in the city of Abu
Homs during the period from 2011 to 2021 using geograph-
ical information systems and remote sensing” and the Google
Earth program, as the city witnessed a remarkable develop-
ment in population numbers and an expansion in the urban
area. At the expense of agricultural lands, several factors with
political, economic and social dimensions contributed to this,
which prevented the study area from remaining green, which
had economic, social and environmental impacts on the city.
This study aimed to trace the stages of urban development
witnessed by the city, explaining the reasons for this expan-
sion and urban sprawl in certain areas and not others, and
what resulted from that expansion. The study concluded that
the population increase, the January 2011 revolution, and the
lack of security at that time had a major role in the urban ex-
pansion in the eastern side of the city of Abu Homs, which
had a negative impact on the environment and sustainable de-
velopment in the city, as a result of the city of Abu Homs be-
ing considered the center of all the surrounding villages.
Which contributed to accelerating the phenomenon of its ex-
pansion and affected the social, economic and environmental
services sector of the city. The study followed the historical
and descriptive explanatory approach to describe the devel-
opments in the time period of the study, and the factors that
helped urban sprawl on agricultural lands, using a number of
studies and interviews with specialists. Whether in govern-
mental or private institutions and individuals who own land
and real estate and others, the study also relied on aerial pho-
tographs to interpret the expansion pattern and trends in the
city using geographic information systems (GIS) and remote
sensing programs (ERDAS) to analyze the images, which
helped in obtaining results that reflect the city’s situation

more closely to reality.
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